
No.  26 31 March 2023 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

The Spring Term has flown by and what a busy time it has been! 
This week was no exception, with plenty of curriculum activity going on.  

 
On Monday children across the school took part in the national Big Clean Up. 
Each class completed a litter pick around the school site during their outdoor 

learning time. This has made a huge difference to our school environment and 
helped to educate children on how to look after our planet. We thank Mrs 

Henshaw for organising this as part of her Eco School Initiative. 
  

On Monday and Tuesday the children in Year 1 and 2 performed their Easter play. The 
confidence of the children in delivering their lines and enjoyment of singing was clear to see by 

all of us in the audience. We thank so many parents for coming along to share this joy.   
 

On Wednesday we were delighted with the Musical Concert provided by Mr Beatty 
and Mrs Mocanu and their wonderful musicians and singers.  It 
was great to see the children’s enthusiasm for music and their 

confidence with performing in front of the school and their 
families.  We hope parents enjoyed being able to see what children have 

been learning in their music groups.   
 

We were pleased that so many children and parents took part in the Bike Marking opportunity. 
This took place on Wednesday after school and 20 families had their bikes security stamped 

for free. This initiative will hopefully encourage more children to be active 
on their bikes and use them to travel to school. This is also supported by 

the school’s ongoing cycling proficiency sessions with Bikeability. 
 

On Friday 21st April, the school will be marking the national Earth Day 
through our 'Wear it Wild' event to raise money for the Worldwide Fund for Nature. Year 5 will 
be working with Mrs Gougeon on that day to produce some amazing art work linked to raising 

the children’s awareness of endangered species from around the world. We 
thank Mrs Gougeon in advance for her commitment to Whitnash. 

 
Wishing you all a lovely Easter break. 

 
Mrs Donna Ellison 

Headteacher 

Children back to school on Monday 17th April 2023 
 

HAPPY EASTER 



Achievements This Term 

HOLLY 

Josie - For working independently to make a 
wonderful spacecraft at our creative workshop. Josie 
thought about the materials she wanted to use, drew 

a plan and then securely joined the different parts 
using tape and glue. Great work Josie! 

 
Teresa - Tes tries hard in all she does. She listens 
well and is keen to learn and explore our reception 

environment. It has been lovely to see Tes' 
confidence grow and watch her flourish. Tes you are 

a superstar and a pleasure to teach! 

IVY 

Justin - We have been doing some colour mixing in 
Reception this week and exploring making different 

shades. Justin was really independent in mixing 
different amounts of white and red paint together to 

make different shades of pink. Well Done Justin. 
 

Kasey - Kasey has wowed us with her maths this 
week. We have been exploring different ways of 

making ten. Kasey was confidently able to work out 
each part of the number bonds. We even did some 

with 3 numbers that added together to make ten and 
Kasey was able to say how many more we needed 

to add. Fantastic work Kasey well Done. 

HAZEL 

Harper - Harper has had a fantastic term and has 
made really good progress, especially with her 

writing.  Harper is now confident to have a go at 
writing independently and uses her phonics to help 

her spell the words.  She is also a fantastic role 
model for others in the class.  Well done Harper, this 

is amazing!  Keep it up, we are so proud of you. 
 

Thomas - Thomas has had a fantastic term.  He 
always works hard and has really grown in 

confidence this term.  He always tries his best with 
all his work and is making good progress.  He has a 

great attitude to learning and is a fantastic role model 
for others in the class.  Well done Thomas, we are 

very proud of you. 

HAWTHORN 

Joelle - Joelle tries hard in everything he does. 
He has started to really enjoy writing stories and I 
have loved reading them. He is really kind to all 
his friends and is so caring to others. Well done 

Joelle! 
 

Jagoda - Jagoda has tried so hard this term with 
all her writing. Jagoda is trying hard with her story 
writing and is working hard on her cursive writing. 
Jagoda is also trying so hard with her maths work, 

we have been working on capacity and Jagoda 
has really enjoyed it. Well done Jagoda! 

PINE 

Charlotte - Charlotte has a great attitude to 
school and work.  She works hard all the time and 
tries her very best in everything she does.  As well 

as having a good attitude to learning, she is a 
kind, helpful girl who always tries to cheer up 
people when they are a little sad.  Well done 

Charlotte! 
 

Penny - This term, Penny has wowed me with her 
reading.  She is so much more confident when 
reading new texts, she uses expression in her 

voice, and she has great understanding of what 
she has read.  Not only that, but she is one of the 
most enthusiastic children in the class and this is 
contagious.  Keep up all of your hard work Penny. 

CEDAR 

Seren - Seren has a great work ethic and always 
tries her best in everything. She listens to 

guidance and achieved her pen license this half 
term due to her beautiful handwriting. Most 
importantly, Seren is very kind and caring to 
anyone who needs her help. It is a pleasure 

having her in our class. 
 

Moises - Moises has made excellent progress 
and is always trying his best. He has a thirst for 
learning and once he understands something he 

flies with it. His reading gets better and better 
daily. He has shown great determination in all he 

does. He is caring and kind and a wonderful 
member of our class. 



MAPLE 
Raisa - Raisa consistently tries her hardest in everything 
she is given every week, which is clear in her amazing 

work she produces. Alongside, always being caring and 
helpful too. Keep it up Raisa you are doing amazingly! 
Salwa - Salwa is an exceptionally dedicated and hard-
working student. Since she joined us Salwa has thrown 
herself into every piece of work and given it her all. She 
is seeking support from her peers and teachers to push 
her English understanding, in particular with her reading. 
Salwa always has an enthusiastic smile and is a joy to 

have in the classroom, well done Salwa! 
SYCAMORE 

Ela - Ela has grown in confidence so much this term.  It 
has been wonderful to see.  She is recognising her own 
strengths and challenging herself to try things out of her 
comfort zone.  She will ask for help with somethings she 
wants to improve at and immediately acts on the advice.  

You are a super learner Ela, we are really enjoying 
watching you grow. 

Jean-Lily - Wow Jean-Lily ! You have worked so hard 
this term!  You have really grown in confidence and you 
are now happy to tackle more challenging tasks without 

support.  Your writing has improved so much and you are 
passing AR quizzes with flying colours! We are so proud 

of you Jean!  
JUNIPER 

Lucas - Well done Lucas Lawrence for having an 
excellent term. You have completed so much work and 
have put effort into everything you do. You have faced 

challenged head on and not shied away from new things. 
You are making leaps of progress, especially in maths 

and should be very proud of your achievements. I am so 
excited to see all of the new things you will achieve in the 

summer term. Keep up the good work! 
Tillie - Well done Tillie for having a really positive term at 
school. You have been focused on achieving in all areas 
and subjects and push yourself to face new challenges.  

You remain positive even when things get tough and 
always wear a smile on your face. Keep up the hard work 

and don't stop believing in yourself. 
CHESTNUT 

Oliver - Oliver you are have had a brilliant term and a 
brilliant year so far! You are a real role model in our 

class. You work consistently hard, apply taught skills and 
produce great work. 

You are well liked and valued throughout the class 
because of the way in which you treat others with 

kindness and respect. Keep up the good work and enjoy 
the rest of Y4. 

Lillie - Lillie, you have had a brilliant term and a brilliant 
year so far. You are quietly confident in all your work, 

applying taught skills, producing great pieces and 
progressing well in all subjects. 

As the year progresses, you appear more settled and 
confident in your friendships and you are valued by so 
many. Keep up the good work and enjoy the rest of Y4. 

ASH 

Billy - Billy has been taking more 
responsibility with his own learning since he 

came back after Christmas. He has been 
contributing to class-discussions more and 

more as well as working far more 
independently. You've had a super term, Billy. 

Keep it up! 
Darcie - Darcie is the most committed learner. 

She listens attentively and puts any advice 
she's given into action. Kind and caring too, 
Darcie is a role-model for everyone in Ash. 

You really deserve this achievement, Darcie, 
well done. 

OAK 

Daro – For his constant positive attitude 
towards his learning. He has really started to 
push himself - especially in Maths where he 

regularly chooses tasks which require a great 
deal of perseverance. Keep it up Daro! 

Darcy - Darcy has pushed herself in every 
area this term, both within and outside the 

classroom. Darcy has shown great dedication 
towards homework and her Times Table Rock 
Stars statistics are unparalleled! She showed 

great courage during our trip to Wales, 
participating in every activity even though 

some of them pushed her to her limits! Darcy 
has made excellent academic progress in all 
areas of the curriculum and this is due to her 
positive attitude and dedication to learning. 

Well done Darcy! 

ROWAN 

Madison - Madison is a delight to have in the 
classroom. She shows positive learning 
attitudes and her is making such brilliant 

progress this year! During the residential trip, 
Madison was resilient, brave and persevered 

at each and every activity. Well done Madison! 
Caitlin - Caitlin has worked so incredibly hard 

this term. She is motivated, engaged and 
displays outstanding learning behaviours 

throughout all curriculum subjects. This term, 
Caitlin has made phenomenal progress and 
her determination shines through! Caitlin has 
made an impact on the wider school as well 
as the classroom. As part of the eco-council, 
Caitlin has taken an active role in making an 
impact on our school. Her kind and caring 

nature is noticed by staff and other pupils in 
and around school. Keep up the good work 

Caitlin! 



Maths challenges for you to try at home.  Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 
 

Calculate the missing angles in the boat. 
Here are some rules to help: 

Angles on a straight line add up to 180º 
Angles inside a triangle add up to 180º 

Angles inside a quadrilateral add up to 360º 
 
 

Answers from last week 

 
 

Ralph the rabbit is trying to get back to his 
burrow. He can only pass over numbers 

which are in the 5 times table. Can you work 
out which way he should go? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Answers from last week 

 
 



 
 

 
Click on this link to view: 
padlet.com/russella216/eco-
school-556b89dz72g6o9lx   

 

 
 
 

This week children took part in the annual big school clean up. Each class completed a 
litter pick around the school site during their outdoor learning time. This has made a 

huge difference to our school environment and helped to educate children on how to look 
after our planet.  

 
This is also something you can get involved in outside of school 
any litter picking you can do when you are out and about or on 

your way to and from school will go towards making a big 
difference to our environment. 

 
On the next page you can print off  

 

‘Let’s Play Litter Bingo!’ 
 

This is something you can do over the Easter holidays. 

If  you have booked your child into an after school club, these items are 
now on Parent Pay. 

 
Also the Breakfast Club sessions have been entered.  Please can these 

payments be made at the start of next term. 
 

Thank you all for your prompt payments.   
 

Please remember that if ever you have any problems 
with any payments, please do come to see us at the 
office to see how we can help you.  We would rather 
you talk to us than allow yourself to accrue a large 

debt. 

https://padlet.com/russella216/eco-school-556b89dz72g6o9lx
https://padlet.com/russella216/eco-school-556b89dz72g6o9lx




WWF fundraiser 
day  'Wear it Wild' 

21st April 2023 



Name of Book: 
Swim, Shark, Swim by Dom Conlon and Anastasia Izlesou 
 
Age Group:  
Key Stage One 
  

What is it about? 
It is about a shark travelling around the world.  
  
What did you like about this book?  
My favourite page is page 12 because lots of sea creatures are swimming together.  
 
By Atharv – Year 1 

Science Ambassadors 

Book Recommendation 

 We have once again launched our science fair project.  
 

This year we are asking for entries to be presented on a 
cardboard 3 part board. Each class has 
practiced making and presenting one of 

these this week to help them to understand 
the process. We expect lots of children to 
choose to do this instead of their learning log homework this half 
term and look forward to lots of entries being bought into school 

by the 20th April 2023.  
 

Please use this QR code to see the power point with details and 
more ideas on.   

Word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

ASH 
 

What a fantastic amount!   
 

A few certificates to be awarded this 
week.  Well done to OAK who have 

achieved their 10 million words !! ASH and 
ROWAN, who have both achieved their 9 
Million words, and well done to MAPLE, 

who has achieved their 3 Million 
words!  Fantastic! 

Well done to Rishi who has achieved his 1 
Million words this week!! Fabulous! Your 

certificate is on its way. 

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Hazel 55,941 15,056 

Hawthorn 6,149 0 

Pine 462,911 2,469 

Cedar 377,845 22,923 

Maple 3,152,317 261,191 

Sycamore 1,532,032 69,592 

Juniper 1,824,793 55,728 

Chestnut 1,453,089 68,715 

Ash 9,072,255 608,806 

Oak 10,743,476 436,522 

Rowan 9,061,501 118,531 

TOTAL 37,742,309 1,659,533 



As we come to the close of STEM month, we would like to say what a wonderful time the 
children have had.  They have been hearing about different STEM careers in their Key 
Stage assemblies and voting on what they would rather be.  KS1 decided they would 

rather be an Immunologist and Key Stage Two voted for the 

https://pstt.org.uk/resources/curriculum-materials/ASJLM  

We have been using videos from the Primary Science 
Teaching Trust 'Scientist Just Like Me' Project and today the 
children asked if they could have the link to watch more of 

them with their families. So here is a QR code for more and 
the website.  

We have loved seeing how inspired the children have been by these assemblies, even 
struggling to choose which STEM career is now their favourite!   

STEM Easter break at Coventry Transport Museum. 
 

Why not try out this Tinker-Make-Play sessions at 
Coventry Transport Museum?  

 

https://www.transport-museum.com/events/1560/tinker-make-
play-wheels-in-motion  

Animal Behavioural 
Neuroscientist 

Evolutionary 
Biologist 

Immunologist 

Marine Biologist 

https://pstt.org.uk/resources/curriculum-materials/ASJLM
https://www.transport-museum.com/events/1560/tinker-make-play-wheels-in-motion
https://www.transport-museum.com/events/1560/tinker-make-play-wheels-in-motion


Hello everyone, 
 
I hope you have had a great week. It's been very 
busy in my world and with lots of things to do, I 
have had to work an extra day this week. 
 
Despite this, I have settled in my normal daily 
routine of patrolling the corridors, standing on the 
gate and meeting with some children. I'm hoping 
that soon I will be visiting a lot more classes and 
give even more children the chance to work with me.  
 
On Sunday, it will be a full one year since I came to live with Mr Hitchins and 
his family, so I'm hoping we have a party! Then, apparently, I have two weeks 
away from school so that everyone can eat chocolate? This sounds like great 
fun for everyone, but it won't be fun for me if I eat any human chocolate. If you 
do have pets, please make sure you don't leave any chocolate lying around as 
we will snaffle it at the earliest opportunity, be sick over the carpet and possibly 
end up at the vets.  
 
Have a great Easter holiday - I will be on the look out for bunnies to chase! 

 
Blue  

PE ALLOCATED DAYS 
 

Please ensure that children wear the 
correct PE kit, suitable for both 
indoor and outdoor lessons and 

playtimes.  
 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. 
Navy/black tracksuit or joggers and 

sweatshirt/hoodie.  
 

Please ensure that all PE kit is plain 
or 

 has the school badge on it.  
 

Brand logos are permitted but must 
be small. Other colours and football 

shirts may not to be worn. 

Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / 
Hawthorn 

Thursday & Friday 

Pine / Cedar Wednesday & Friday 

Maple / 
Sycamore 

Monday & Tuesday 

Juniper / 
Chestnut 

Juniper - Tuesday 
Chestnut - Tuesday 
(Swimming) 
Wednesday - PE 

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday 

Oak / Rowan Monday & Thursday 
 



This week maple class 
made a Lebanese 
salad. They had a 
great time cutting, 
crushing, mixing, 

weighing and ripping 
all the delicious 

smelling ingredients!   

On Tuesday, Chestnut class took their turn to 
visit 'Pizza Express' as part of the Y4 Food 

Technology unit on pizzas.  The work linked to 
their theme work on Europe.  Through the unit, 
they have explored food labels, tasted different 

toppings and designed the perfect for this 
favourite, 
European 

dish.   



Lost Property 
 

Please make sure that ALL of your child’s clothes are clearly marked 
with their name inside - including outdoor coats.  We have recently 
disposed of quite a substantial amount of unclaimed non-uniform.   

However, all unclaimed uniform is available for parents/carers for a 
small donation. 

 

Our tips for being active: 
 
1. Dance to your favourite music and create a 

playlist to help get your body moving!  
2. Walk or cycle whenever you can (e.g., park the 

car one street further away and walk the rest!)  
3. Practice hula hooping (you could even try this 

whilst you are watching TV!)  
4. Joining a sports club is a great way to improve 

your physical ability but is also an opportunity to 
make new friends and be part of a team.  

5. Get outdoors and stay active in the fresh air. If it's 
raining, why not try a dance or Zumba video on 
YouTube?  

Being active is all about moving our 
body, in any way at all! Physical 

activity has lots of benefits for our 
body but it is also great for our mind 

too. When we move our body, it 
releases chemicals in our brain that 

make us feel good and boosts our self
-esteem. It also helps to improve our 

sleep, concentration and reduces 
stress! Being active may be new to 
you or you may already exercise 

regularly, try to find an activity that you 
want to do and you find enjoyable.  

It's okay if you aren't sure what this is yet, have a go at 
experimenting and why not start by checking out our 

ideas for staying active below?  

St Margaret’s Church 
Easter Services 

 
Sunday 2nd April 2023 
Palm Sunday - 10.00am 

Thursday 6th April 2023 
Maundy Thursday Holy 

Communion Services - 10.30am 
Friday 7th April 2023 

Good Friday Meditation on the 
Words of the Cross - 2.00pm until 

3.00pm (SJD) 
Sunday 9th April 2023 

Easter Day Family Communion 
10.00am (NB No service at 8am) 

Thank you to all the parents who 
turned up with bikes for our security 

marking event on Wednesday 
afternoon. The team registered 20 

bikes and added reflectors and lights 
to those you needed them! Lots more 
safe and secure bikes in Whitnash!  









INSET DAYS 
 

Monday 5th September 2022 
Monday 31st October 2022 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Monday 24th July 2023 
Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Holidays 22/23 

05.09.22 Start of Term 

24.10.22 - 28.10.22 Half Term 

19.12.22 - 02.01.23 Christmas Holiday 

20.02.23 - 24.02.23 Half Term 

03.04.23 - 14.04.23 Easter Holiday 

01.05.23 May Day 

08.05.23 Bank Holiday  
Coronation King 
Charles III 

29.05.23 - 02.06.23 Half Term 

25.07.23 Summer Holidays 

What’s on … 

April 2023    

3-14 Two Weeks Two Weeks Easter Holidays 

17 Monday Day Pupils back to school 

17 Monday Day Reception 2023 National Offer Day 

17 Monday AM/PM NO achievement Assembly 

21 Friday DAY Earth Day 

21 Friday DAY Year 5 Art Project in school 

May 2023     

1 Monday Day May Day Holiday 

2 Tuesday Day Reception 2023 Deadline for accepting offers 

8 Monday Day Additional Bank Holiday - Coronation of King 
Charles III 

9-12 Week Week SATs week—Year 6 

26 Friday 3.15pm Break up for Half-Term Spring Holiday 

29-02 
June 

Week Week Half Term Spring Holiday 

June 2023      

5 Monday Day Children Back to School 

5 Monday Day Environment Day 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 



Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 
Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

 all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
 pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 
 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 
Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
 guarantee element of state pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for both. 

You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is greater, but not if 
the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by HMRC to 
be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax Credit (unless in 
respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 
Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 
2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 
 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to fund 
valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 
periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

Pork Meatballs 
 

(v) Homemade 
Vegetable Burrito 

Bake 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Chocolate 
Cracknel 

Chicken Korma 
Curry 

 
(v) Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza  

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Swirly 

Strawberry 
Mousse 

(v) Homemade 
Orange Cookie 

Roast Beef in 
Gravy 

 
(v) Quorn Roast 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 
Fruit Crumble 
with Custard 

Chicken Pie 
 

(v) Veggie Hot 
Dog 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 
Flapjack with 
Fruit Wedges 

 

Breaded Fish 
Fingers 

 

(v) Breaded 
Vegetable 

FIngers 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Dinky Donuts 
with Chocolate 

Sauce 
(v) Ice Cream 

Tub 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

