
No.  16 13 January 2023 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

Following our recent newsletter explaining the absence of Mr Johnson our Site Services 
Officer, we are updating you all further. We have no date for Mr Johnson's return. Mr 
Johnson is well but is unable to return as soon as he hoped.  We know some parents 

have been enquiring about his wellbeing.  
 

We wanted to update Year 6 parents this week on the preparation for the End 
of Year Assessments and the curriculum support that is currently been 

provided. Since Christmas, Mr Upton has re-joined us for two days a week to 
support booster intervention for Year 6 pupils. Mr Upton supported our last Year 
6 cohort and supported the amazing progress Year 6 made last year. Mr Upton 
is working closely with Miss Giles and Miss Stevens to identify pupils who just 

need a little extra support to get them to Age Related Expectations. Given 
absence interruptions from the pandemic and other factors, this was invaluable 

last year, and we are hopeful the same approach will benefit our current Year 6.  Miss Giles, Miss 
Stevens, Mr Hitchins and I will also all be working with Year 6 to deliver additional booster sessions to 
prepare children. A letter will be coming out shortly to explain when these sessions will be running. We 

are hopeful that all children take the opportunity to access their additional learning support. We will 
also put on an evening presentation for parents this half term to explain more about the Statutory 

requirements for Year 6 and how parents can support their children at home. 
 

We also want to update Reception parents on the development with the new classroom. As you know, 
we were very much hoping to be utilising these new classrooms this January. Unfortunately, this is 

increasingly unlikely. Whilst the main classroom and toilets are very 
close to completion, there is a delay with the cloak peg extension, 
outdoor area and play canopy. We will only move the children into 
these rooms when we are certain that the remaining work will not 

present a distraction or disruption to the children's learning. We ask 
therefore for everyone's patience and understanding, and we keep 
our fingers crossed that progress in the latter Spring and Summer 
Terms will enable our children to move to this new provision. Mrs 
Jennings, Miss Henshaw and I were particularly excited this week 

though, as we have all the new furniture and resources on order, and 
this will all be coming for installation in just a matter of a few weeks! It 

will be like Christmas all over again!!  
 

This week a few teachers have expressed some concern to me about the contents of some children's 
packed lunches. In a few cases, some pack lunches are lacking some healthier options for children to 
eat. Whilst we appreciate that some children can be a little fussy with their food intake, as a school we 
have to promote healthy eating and a varied, balanced diet for children. There is 

a section on the school website that does offer some ideas for what could be 
included in lunchboxes. We also find that quite a number of children often refuse 

to eat some of their school dinners, again we are keen to work with you as 
parents to encourage children to eat their meals and try new foods. If this is 

something your child is struggling with, please come and talk to us so we can 
offer our help. 

 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. 

 
Mrs Donna Ellison 

Headteacher 



Achievements this Week 

Holly – Izak 
Izak wrote two super sentences about what he did 

during the school break. He is using his phonic 
knowledge very well and is making fantastic 

attempts at more complex words too. Wow Izak! 

Ivy – Jack 
For the most fantastic homework. You completed 
the tasks absolutely brilliantly. I loved seeing the 

pictures that you took on your number hunt in 
London as well as back at home and your 

fabulous letter formation. You have clearly worked 
really hard with your learning at home as well as 
at school Jack. Well Done keep the great work. 

Hazel – Harper 
Harper has had such a great start to the Spring 
term. She is trying really hard with her learning 

and is growing in confidence. She will ask for help 
when she needs it and is enjoying challenging 

herself. Well done Harper! 

Hawthorn – Alex 
Alex has had an amazing week this week coming 
back to school. Alex has been working hard to be 
resilient and not give up when finding work tricky. 

Well done Alex, keep it up! 

Pine –  Amelia 
 For some fantastic reading this week.  Amelia 
has tried hard to use and apply her phonics to 

work out new words.  She is reading more 
confidently too.  Keep it up Amelia! 

Cedar – Julia 
Julia has made great progress in 'coming out of 

her shell' and last term she showed improved self-
confidence in sharing her ideas with the class, 

which she continues to do this term. She shows 
kindness and respect to everyone and is keen to 
be the best that she can be by always producing 

a high standard of work. Well done Julia! 

Maple – Libby 
Libby this week has been a beam of sunshine! 

She has been so positive, smiley and kind to staff 
and students which has brightened my week! She 
has also been trying really hard, especially in her 

hot write! Keep it up Libby! 
Sycamore – Sienna 

Sienna has worked brilliantly in maths this week! 
She has grown in confidence with the 3 x table.  

Keep it up Sienna! 

Juniper – Kyle 
Well done for returning to school with a positive 

attitude wanted to work hard and complete tasks. 
Keep up the excellent work! 

Chestnut – Ruby-Jane 
Ruby-Jane has had a great return to school. She 
has been super engaged in all the shared work 

and trying extra hard to complete her independent 
tasks. Well done Ruby-Jane! 

Ash – Kevin 
Kevin has come back to school with a new energy. 
He is writing more than he ever has, is completing 
more pieces of homework than ever and is reading 
more than ever. Your efforts are inspiring others. 

Keep it up! 
Oak – Cayden 

Cayden has spent over 24 hours of his Christmas 
holidays reading the Percy Jackson series! His 

dedication and passion for books is wonderful and 
it is having a positive impact on his writing. Well 

done Cayden! 
Rowan – Finley 

Finley has made an outstanding start to the Spring 
Term! He has shown such a positive attitude 

towards all aspects of the school day, which has 
been noticed by several members of staff! Well 

done Finley. 

Parents/Carers Are Invited To Achievement Assemblies 
 

As from Monday 23rd January, we will be opening our achievement 
assemblies to parents again.   These assemblies celebrate the 

achievements the children have made the previous week, i.e. Maths 
Challenges, Act of Kindness, Birthdays etc.  Along with these 

achievements, each week a pupil from each class are celebrated for 
their work and receive a certificate.   

 
Parents/Carers of these pupils will receive a letter home on a Friday inviting them to the following 

Monday’s assembly.  However, as our school is growing and due to health and safety reasons, we can 
no longer include all the classes in one assembly.  These are the times of the assemblies: 

 
9.05am  KS2 (Years 3, 4, 5, & 6) 
2.45pm KS1 & Early Years (Reception, Years 1 & 2) 

 



         Hi Everyone, 
 

Another busy week has passed me by. I have had 
some lovely walks on the field, with some of our lovely 

pupils, and an early run around school on Friday 
morning before anyone else got here. Yes, that's right, 
I am here on a Friday! Will I get paid overtime? Very 

unlikely.  
 

I have been hearing that my news column is one of the most eagerly read parts 
of the newsletter! I am amazed at this because, at Whitnash, we probably have 
the best newsletter of all schools in the world. There are so many things to read 
in it every week and it's jam packed with information about the goings on at our 
incredible school. Even so, I am delighted that you all take the time to read my 
news. Please do feel free to write to me about anything you like, or draw me a 

picture, I'll answer any questions on here! 
 

Hope you all have a good weekend. It's going to rain. No surprise there. 
 

Blue  

Parents Evenings 
 

Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th February 2023 
 

These meeting will be held face, to face, on the phone or virtually again. We 
expect all parents to make an appointment with their child's class teacher as it 

is so important for parents to know about the progress their children are making and how 
they can assist at home.  

 
We will let you know when the booking system is ready for you to arrange your 

appointments. 

Reception 2023 
 

 17th April 2023 
NATIONAL OFFER DAY 
 

 2nd May 2023 
Deadline for accepting the offer 

Secondary 2023 
 

 1st March 2023 
NATIONAL OFFER DAY 
 

 15th March 2023 
Deadline for accepting the offer 



Maths challenges for you to try at home.  Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 
 

The table and bar graph show where 
children stayed on holiday, but some of the 
information is missing. Can you complete 

the table and bar graph by using the 
information provided? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Answers from last week 

 
 

 
 
Ralph and Jasmine are playing maths bingo! 

When a number is called, they have to cross it 
off their card, but they need to work the 

answers out first! Look at the numbers that are 
called and work out who will win the bingo! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
Ralph’s card  

 

 

 

Jasmine’s card 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Answers from last week 
 

1. Prawn Cocktail 
2. Cheese and Onion 

3. 5,000 

Where they stayed Total 

Hotel 6 

Caravan   

Flat 3 

Cottage   

Ham 

Cheese 

Jam 

Marmite 

12, 76, 21, 33, 64, 
90, 84, 8, 59, 22. 

 

30 x 3 32-24 99÷3 

39+37 84÷7 103-52 

4x16 29+55 57-36 

6x14 84÷7 37+22 

93-17 19+45 5x18 

96÷12 84-62 18+15 

School Vision Test - Reception Classes 
Friday 17th February 2023 

 
You will have received a letter to inform you that Vision Tests will be 

carried out at school on Friday 17th February 2023.  It is important to detect vision problems 
early in childhood so that effective treatment may be given.  

 
Please complete and return the form to school if your child DOES NOT require a vision test. 



Word count winners of the week 
are ..... 

 

OAK 
 

Well done to JUNIPER, who 
have achieved their 1 Million 

words!! Fabulous! Again, your 
certificate is on its way.  

 
Keep up all the amazing 

reading.  

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Hazel 8,841  3,455  

Hawthorn 193  193  

Pine 299,969  11,231  

Cedar 223,585  11,215  

Maple 1,293,663 112,494  

Sycamore 607,265  10,790  

Juniper 1,051,274 106,939  

Chestnut 653,010 85,645  

Ash 5,346,576  168,223  

Oak 4,593,800  382,440  

Rowan 5,417,238 281,794  

TOTAL 19,495,414 1,174,419  

This week we made bird feeders and used a recycled 
Christmas tree to hang them on to help attract birds to 
our garden area ready for the RSPB big garden bird 

watch in couple weeks time.  
 

We would also like to open up the gardening and nature 
club to year 5 and 6 pupils.  If you would like to join the 

club, please let the office know. 
 

Tuesdays after school 3.15-4.15pm. The club is by Mrs 
Henshaw and Mrs Roger.  



Year 6 complete another item on their bucket list - making 
a national dish.  

 
We made Bara Brith - a Welsh bread. The children 

sampled it and worked in groups to make one change in 
order to better suit their tastes.  

 
They then made their own version of 

Bara Brith and wrote their own, 
personalised recipe.  



Threadworms 
 

Threadworms (pinworms) are tiny worms in your poo. They're common in 
children and spread easily. You can treat them without seeing a GP.  

 
Check if it's threadworms 
You can spot worms in your poo. They look like pieces of white thread. You might also see 
them around your child's bottom. The worms usually come out at night while your child is 
sleeping. 

 
Other symptoms can include: 
 Extreme itching around the bottom, particularly at night. 
 Irritability and waking up during the night. 
 
Less common signs of worms include: 
 Weight loss. 
 Wetting the bed. 
 Irritated skin around the bottom. 
 
You can buy medicine (mebendazole) for threadworms from pharmacies. This is usually a 
chewable tablet or liquid you swallow.  Treat everyone in your household, even if they do not 
have symptoms. 
 
Things you should do at home 
Medicine kills the threadworms, but it does not kill the eggs. Eggs can live for up to two weeks 
outside the body.  There are things you can do to stop becoming infected again. 
 
DO 
 wash hands and scrub under fingernails – particularly before eating, after using the toilet or 

changing nappies 
 encourage children to wash hands regularly 
 bathe or shower every morning 
 rinse toothbrushes before using them 
 keep fingernails short 
 wash sleepwear, sheets, towels and soft toys (at a hot temperature) 
 disinfect kitchen and bathroom surfaces 
 vacuum and dust with a damp cloth 
 make sure children wear underwear at night – change it in the morning 

 
DON’T 
 do not shake clothing or bedding, to prevent eggs landing on other surfaces 
 do not share towels or flannels 
 do not bite nails or suck thumbs and fingers 
 
How threadworms spread 
Threadworms spread when their eggs are swallowed. They lay eggs around your bottom, 
which make it itchy. The eggs get stuck on your fingers when you scratch. They can then pass 
on to anything you touch, including: 
 clothes 
 toys 
 toothbrushes 
 kitchen or bathroom surfaces 
 bedding 
 food 
 pets 
 
Eggs can pass to other people when they touch these surfaces and then touch their mouth. 
They take around two weeks to hatch.  Children can get threadworms again after they've been 
treated for them if they get the eggs in their mouth. This is why it's important to encourage 
children to wash their hands regularly. 



 School Governance Professional (part time)   
  
Warwickshire Governor Services runs a successful clerking service for schools in the 
county and surrounding area. We wish to recruit additional School Governance 
Professionals (formerly known as clerk to the governing board) to deliver a high-quality 
clerking service to schools, to meet demand.   
  
The main duties are:    
 providing advice to the governing body on governance, constitutional, and 

procedural matters.    
 providing effective administrative support to the governing body and its committees, 

including minuting meetings to a high standard.   
 ensuring the governing body is properly constituted.   
 managing information effectively in accordance with legal requirements.   
 
School Governance Professionals will be employed by Warwickshire County Council 
but will usually be allocated to specific schools. Day to day accountability is to the 
governing body.   
  
This is a flexible part-time role, which can involve clerking for just one school (to fit 
around your substantive post) or it can be grown to involve clerking for many schools. 
The hours can be agreed with candidates on an individual basis. Pay (including 
holiday enhancement) is £14.21 per hour.   
  
You will mainly work from home, with some attendance of meetings at times 
convenient to the governing body, typically early evening. These are both on-line and 
in-person meetings (when covid restrictions allow).   
  
We are looking for someone who:   
 has excellent written skills, including being able to identify relevant information, take 

accurate notes at meetings and summarise information to prepare high quality 
minutes   

 is computer literate, especially with Word, web, and email, and has access to 
equipment for working from home   

 is an efficient administrator, able to use initiative and able to work under pressure 
including meeting deadlines   

 will undertake CPD and an accreditation programme.  
  
School Governance Professionals will receive support, full induction and will be 
expected to attend the induction training course, held termly, after appointment. You 
will also be expected to attend the follow-on Effective Clerking course within the first or 
second term. Continuing professional development is provided. The role is subject to a 
DBS check.   
 
If you would like to have a conversation about the role, please email 
catherinechatterton@warwickshire.gov.uk   
 
It is currently on the WCC website and WM jobs, which is how people can 
apply: https://www.wmjobs.co.uk/job/146381/school-governance-professional/.   
   
The closing date is 24th January 2023.   

https://www.wmjobs.co.uk/job/146381/school-governance-professional/


Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / 
Hawthorn 

Tuesday & Friday 

Pine / Cedar Monday & Tuesday 

Maple / 
Sycamore 

Monday 

Juniper / 
Chestnut 

Juniper - Tuesday 
(Swimming) & 
Wednesday 
Chestnut - Tuesday 

Ash Tuesday & 
Wednesday 

Oak / Rowan Oak - Monday & 
Thursday 
Rowan - Tuesday & 
Thursday 

Please ensure that children wear the 
correct PE kit, suitable for both indoor and 

outdoor lessons and playtimes.  
 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/
black tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/

hoodie.  
Please ensure that all PE kit is plain or has 

the school badge on it. Brand logos are 
permitted but must be small. Other colours 

and football shirts may not to be worn. 

 
 
 
 

 
This is the list of class cooking sessions for 

this term.  Hope you all enjoy them. 

INSET DAYS 
 

Monday 5th September 2022 
Monday 31st October 2022 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Monday 24th July 2023 
Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Holidays 22/23 

05.09.22 Start of Term 

24.10.22 - 28.10.22 Half Term 

19.12.22 - 02.01.23 Christmas Holiday 

20.02.23 - 24.02.23 Half Term 

03.04.23 - 14.04.23 Easter Holiday 

01.05.23 May Day 

08.05.23 Bank Holiday  
Coronation King 
Charles III 

29.05.23 - 02.06.23 Half Term 

25.07.23 Summer Holidays 

16/01/2023 Olive Doughballs Ash 

23/01/2023 Granola Pine 

30/01/2023 Fattoush Cedar 

06/02/2023 Toffee Apple 
Cake 

Hawthorn 

13/02/2023 Chinese Noodles Rowan 

27/02/2023 Apricot 
Buttermilk Cake 

Hazel 

06/03/2023 Garlic & Cheddar 
Scones 

Oak 

13/03/2023 Chocolate 
Biscuits 

Sycamore 

20/03/2023 Cinnamon Buns Juniper 

27/03/2023 Lebanese Salad Maple 



PARENT PAY 
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated their 
Parent Pay account.  Even though we have 

minor problems now and then, this continues to 
be an invaluable system which makes us able to 

process payment in a totally secure way.   
 

Parent Pay is not only a system for 
paying in money, it is also our main 

source for communication with parents 
and carers and we would not want you to 

miss important information 
 

If you have not already done so can you please 
activate your Parent Pay account.  You won’t 
need to register a payment card and no bank 
details are requested.  This is only asked for 

when you make a payment.  However, you can 
pay cash at any store showing the PayPoint 

Logo. 
 

For your nearest PayPoint store go to: 
https://consumer.paypoint.com/   

 
If you need another activation letter, please ask 

at the main school office. 
 

Don't let your child miss out on school 
milk after their 5th birthday 

  
When your child turns 5, your 

child’s supply of free milk 
finishes.  However, if you would 

like to pay for your child to 
receive milk we have made 

arrangements with Cool Milk to supply milk at 
a subsidised cost of just 22p per day. 

 
What you need to do: 

  
Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as possible 
and select "Register your child for milk here", 

then follow the on-screen instructions to 
register and pay. 

  
If your child is registered for Free School 

Meals (i.e. NOT the Universal Free School 
Meals) the school can continue to supply your 

child with free milk.  Please let the office  
know if you wish this to continue. 

  
Should you have any queries regarding your 
child's registration or milk supply in general, 
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk 

directly at customerservices@coolmilk.com. 

 Tips for bouncing back:  
 

 Spend quality time with family and 
friends, perhaps try a new activity 
which everyone can enjoy.  

 Take deep breaths and count to ten. 
 Write or draw a list of all the people 

that care about you.  
 Listen to your favourite music 

playlist.  
 Eat well, drink enough water, and 

get enough sleep and rest. 
 Do some exercises you enjoy.  
 Think of all the positives you have in 

your life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When a bouncy ball reaches the floor it 
bounces back! A word we often use for being 

able to 'emotionally' bounce back is 
'resilience'. Resilience it’s our ability to bounce 

back (keep going) after tough times. Some 
people just seem to bounce back right away, 

but the truth is none of us our born with or 
without an ability to bounce back, but the good 

news is it is a skill we can learn!  

#ThanksKids recognises the super efforts and kindness of young people and thanks them 
via personalised #NHSStars certificates and pin badges. Please spread this message 

amongst your school community, all you need to do is let us know by nominating the young 
person using this email address: cwp-tr.thankskids@nhs.net and we’ll do the rest!!  

https://consumer.paypoint.com/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com






What’s on … 

January 2023 

19 Thursday Lunch Jungle Explorer Lunch 

20 Friday Day Year 1 - Gurdwara Visit 

23 Monday PM Year 6 Rowing Competition @ Campion 

25 Wednesday Day Year 5 - National Space Centre Visit 

February 2023  

6-10 Monday/Week Day/Week Safer Internet Day/Week 

7 Tuesday Lunch Winter Sports Lunch 

15 Wednesday 3.30-5.30pm Parents Evening 

16 Thursday 3.30-6.00pm Parents Evening 

17 Friday 9.30am Reception - Vision Screening 

17 Friday Day Break up for Half-Term 

20-24 Week Week Half-Term 

27 Monday Day Pupils back to school 

March 2023   

1 Wednesday Day Secondary Schools National Offer Day 

2 Thursday Day World Book Day 

2 Thursday AM Rags to Riches Collection 

13-17 Week Week Year 6 Arete Residential Trip 

15 Wednesday Day Secondary Schools Deadline for accepting offers. 

24 Friday AM Year 4 Bikeability 

31  Friday Day Break up for Easter Holidays 

April 2023    

3-14 Two Weeks Two Weeks Easter Holidays 

17 Monday Day Pupils back to school 

17 Monday Day Reception 2023 National Offer Day 

May 2023     

1 Monday Day May Day Holiday 

2 Tuesday Day Reception 2023 Deadline for accepting offers 

8 Monday Day Additional Bank Holiday - Coronation of King 
Charles III 

9-12 Week Week SATs week—Year 6 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 



JUNGLE EXPLORER LUNCH 
 

Thursday 19th January 
2023 

 
Explorer’s Big Brunch 
with Safari Potatoes 

Sausages, hash browns and 
beans 

or 
(v) Jungle Vine Noodles 
with Veggie Curry and 
Cheeky Chimp’s Salad 

 
(v) Rainforest Crunch 

Cookie 
or 

Jungle Fruits with Snake’s 
Eggs 

Apples, pineapple and grapes 

Tuesday 7th February 2023 
 

British Beef Grill in a High Fibre 
Bun 
or 

(v) Toasty Cheese and Tomato 
Pizza 
with  

Snowshoe Potatoes 
Criss-Cross Potatoes 

Winter Slaw and Sweetcorn 
 

(v) Chocolate Cake with Hot 
Chocolate Sause 

or 
(v) Icicle Ice Cream 

Winter 
Sports 
Lunch 

Tuna Pasta 
Bake 

 
(v) Veggie Toad 

in the Hole 
 

(v) Jacket 
Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 
Flapjack with 
Fruit Wedges 

Beef Burger 
 
 

(v) Veggie 
Burger 

 
(v) Jacket 

Potato  
 

(v) Ice Cream 
(v) Homemade 

Chocolate 
Oatcake 

Roast Pork 
 

(v) Quorn 
Roast 

 
(v) Jacket 

Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Oaty Apple 

Crumble with 
Custard 

JUNGLE 
EXPLORER LUNCH 

 
Explorer’s Big 

Brunch with Safari 
Potatoes 

Sausages, hash browns and 
beans 

or 
(v) Jungle Vine 

Noodles with Veggie 
Curry and Cheeky 

Chimp’s Salad 
 

(v) Rainforest 
Crunch Cookie 

or 
Jungle Fruits with 

Snake’s Eggs 
Apples, pineapple and grapes 

Breaded Fish 
Fillet & Chips 

 
(v) Roasted 
Vegetable 

Frittata 
 

(v) Jacket 
Potato  

 

(v) Dinky 
Doughnuts with 

Chocolate 
Sauce 

(v) Ice Cream 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 

Meat Free 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 


